N THESE latter days, when every
branch of human activity has been
systemntized and we are brought,
whetber we like it or not, under the
gpell of selentific management of the
smallest business, what is more nalu-
% rul than that we should now be ob-
Xl Hzed to accept the sclentific manage-
moent of Christmas?

Christmias as a sclence! How our
grandfauthers would have gasped at
the {dea! In thelr time Christmas
was a spontaneous holiday. Christ-
mis eve they hung thelr stockings on the mantel-
piece In full confidence that Santa Claus could
find his way through a six-inch stovepipe, Then
there was the Christmas tree, with a grandfather
o distribute the gifts and a strong force of uncles
and aunts to maintaln peace among the cousing.
And there was skating in the afternoon with the
choleest sort of meles to give the finishing touch
to the day.

There was no nead of sclence there; it would,
in fact, have spolled the whole thing. But now
the spirit of Christmas has changed. We still

have our Christmas trees, subject to the regula.
tions of the fire department, but we are really
slaves of our Clristmas shopping llat. TFrom
Thanksgiving to Christmas most of ug live in an
atmosphere of deepening gloom. We have con-
tinunlly haneging over us that dreadful problem
of what would b the best thing to give Se-and-
so, and when we have made a gelectlon our hearts
sink at the awful thought that, perhaps, What's-
higname may give the same thing.

1t 15 to relieve this situation as much as possi-
ble that science has been called in to our aid, Of
course, even sclence hns not yet been ahle to
prevent two people from seénding the same gift
to one person. But It has been able to dieplay
unusua! gifts and a larger number of them for
our consideration, so that {t will be easler to se-
lect a present which we may be quite sure anoth-
er person would not think of. And the greatest
advantage of selentific Christmas shoppirg is the
inereased speed with which the ordeal may be
gona through.

Thero are two things which have brought about

this result. The first is the estnblishment of ex-
hibits of gifts for children in the schools of the
awrge citfes of the country. And the second is
the sciontific arrangement of glits for sale In the
shops and department stores, On one floor we

have a department devoted entirely to toys and
other gifts for children; in another place presents
partfoularly suited to men; and elsewhere sec-
iioma for women and boys and giels, It is all the
direct result of the card index and the filing cabl-
net. You look under the particular heading you
wish and you find displayed before you a vast
gquantity of suitable gifts to chopse from.

The object of the school exhibits is not so much
1o save mothers labor, worthy object though that
might be, Nor ls it to display the latest and
most Ingenfous prodnets of the toy market. Child
welfare {8 the primary purpose, and there we
have another side of the sclentific Chrigtmas, It
is to save the children from being deluged at
the Christmaz seagon with inartistic, unhyglenle
and useless gifta. Esthetle and hygienle are
words that loom up larger in the vocabulary of
i{he present than that of the past.

And so, although Noah's ark will remain Noah's
¥k to the end of the world, no twentieth century
voungster whose family attends one of these ex-
nibits will feel constrained to suck the paint off
Shem, Ham or Japhet, For, lo and behold, they
are entirely innocent of the familiar red and
green and blue of that unsanifary century we
have laft behind. The sons of the patriarch and
ail the animals that “went in two by two" are of
reasonubly hyglenie white wood.

Iiy the same token, dolls will be dolle, For here
again the scientific Christmas has produced a
change to n more esthetic and hyglenle prodact.
Instead of the big rag doll, whose features have
besn kisged into obliteratlon by several genera-
tions of children, there is a stockinel successor,
equally unbreakable, far more beautiful, and ab.
olutely Impervious to washing.

or older children one finds marvelous all
wood dolls, again embodying the three Important
virtued, They are unbreakable, washable and ar
tistic. Their naturdlness. s evident at a glanee,
and the visltor 18 not surpriged to learn that they
are reproductions of American children modeled
by American artists.

And vet, the thought rises, will modern Dorothys
and Naneys love these charming creations one
whit more than their mothers and grandmothers
loved the china and wax dollles who preceded
fhem? There was Henrietta, a gorgeous Parlsian,
+on may remember, whose pink and white lovell-
ness Is still a happy memory. Poor Henrletta!
She died the victim of a bad small brother who
eried the effect of midsummer heat upon her
waxen complexion. 'Then there was Jullet, she
of roal brown halr that combed and a warm
brunette complexion, and a host of others who
may have had untold attractions. But you must
put them out of your mind In this sclentiflc age.
Real halr harbors horrible microbes and complex-
Jome do not digest well fn small stomachs.

“Then there are olher suggestions which are the
result of the practicality of our time. Housekeep-
ing tirnishings, for example, such as tea sats in
pewter, cooking utensils in granite and metal, an
froning board and iron which can really be used,
and an iron cookstove upon which things can be
cooked. In the matter of muslcal toye, sclence

Tas gone even further. The planos for the child
of today are marvelous instruments. Alas for
theé prestige of the tinkly toy of a generation gone
s .by! These hinve from two to three octaves of the
,chromatic scale and are’ scourately tuned “to

| weoncert piteh.”

_ PBut all such marvels cost money and are not
Ialzly to avall much for the household where

or six must-live on & small income. So it Is
“good to dlseover & ease confaining a number of
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cents in cost. It is sur
prising how many attrac-
tive things may be hed
for this money, and the
hard-pressed, busy moth-
er, doting grandma, con.
scientious aunt or inex-
perienced blg cousin is
very likely to find there |
the very thing to buy for
Tommy or Ruth,

The sclentifie Christ- |
mas has only begun and |
before long we will bave
exhiblts for people of all
ages and both scxes. As
it is, the department
Btores, by thelr sclentifie
arrangement and the catalogues and lists of sult-
able gifts, classified #écording to ages, have done
much toward making even shopping for men B
simple matter.

This, however, i5 a very recent institution. In
the old days, & woman went to the large shop,
without the slightest idea of what she wanted to
buy, and after ten minutes In the crowded, heat-
ed alsles, surrounded by thousands of elaborate,
alluring, gayly colored possibilities with no ap-
parent order or arrangement, bewilderment and
not decislon was her portion. Under such condl-
tions, even the most conscientious of them selzed
the artlele nearest. She was at the mercy of the
faleswoman because she did not know what she
had better get or where she could get It

But the woman's bewilderment was nothing to
the man's. He didn't even make an attempt to
shop; he simply bought.

But all these things are different now. You get
a list of things which suchsand-such a store has
to offer for man, woman and child of any given
age, with the floor on which It may be found indl-
ecated,. and you have only to walk in calmly and
deliberately and purchase {t. It 18 lHterally an in-
dex of the peace and good will which you may
wlgh to dlspense. You do all’ your thinking be-
forehand and have an opportunity to remember
that Mrs. Bo-and-So's library Is furnished in red,
and that & Kalser Sinn vase would be more ac-
ceptable than a lamp.

Then when you have made your selection you
may make your way to the store with a falrly
calm and tranquil mind. Of course, it is erowded
with a denslty which makes progress almost im-
possible, blazing hot with multitudinous lights
and noisy with many clamoring volces, but all
that can have no effect on you, You are a scl-
entific shopper dnd konow fust what you are golng
to get and where you are golng to get it Sclence
saves time, money and nerves.

There s another way In which Christmas has
become o sclence and that Is in the methods
which the big shopkeeper employs to attract the
crowds of hollday shoppers, Go Into one of thelr
establishmenta and you ecannot fall to see It
They are aglow with lHght, bright with the colors
of unnumberad fabrics and you hear far and near
the olash of music from many instruments. That
is simply to lure you in and once you are there
you see at first nothing but a spectacle of con-
fusion and a conflict of sounds that wonld make
Babal lose caste as a synonym. But {f you start
to buy what you have come for you will find a
remarknble state ol order so far as the things
offered for sale are concerned. It 18 not really
n store; it's an exposition.

There fsn't & man in the world who has a
keener understanding of the human makeup than
the big shopkeeper. He knows every atring of
the instrument and plays diligently upon them
all. He lures people with advertlsements which
are wonder storles. He halts the passing crowd
in the streets with a windowful of Christmas wax-
works, and once they have come Inzide, whether
with & purpose or out of mere curlosity, the ma-
chinery ls there to hold them fast.

For weeks the designers, decorators, scene
painters, dummymakers have been at work devis-
ing and constructing some sort of living plcturas
fraught with the spirit of the Christmas tale
There is the papler-mache church, still and beau-
tiful, with snow-covered trees about it, light shin.
ing from the tall windowa, men, women and chil-
dren mounting to the portal, and from away in
the Inside panctuary somewhere come the musio
of a mighty organ and volces singing Christmas
carols,

1t Is expensive, but it impresses the peopla who
enter the store. It is the idea of it all thdt the
hearts of the shoppers beé mellowed and the spirit
be moved to buy more and still more for the
holiday .glving. That may seem a little “far
fetched" as you sit at home with a “gronch on”
because something went wrong yesterdsy, or a
man you thought was your frlend went back on
you, hit get into one of those stores, whefe “you
can’t hear yourself think"” of your troubles for the
noise, and you will realize that it is really a very
clever conchption,
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Up there before the eyen is an [nspiring m
sentment of the great Unselfighness. And here
before you, behind you and om elther hand are
the goods, just the things for all your kith and
kin. It is the shopkeeper's plin that you shall
buy while the spell is still on you, while the dim-
religious light beams out and the Christmas carols
burden the alr. And you do. ¥ou would ‘be less
than human If you didn't. Yeou may not think
that has anything to do with It, but it has. The
shopkeeper would not go to all that expense, you
may be sure, it he did not know what results it
would bring him.

Even the small street fakers use their wits to
sell all they ecan during the holidays. It is their
harvest time of the whola year, And they select
the spots on the sidewalks which will be most
advantageous for sale of thelr particular wares.
They Invent Innumerable little devices for the
purpose of attracting crowds, They, too, are aol-
entific.

The toyman chooses a spot where the greatest
number of children will pass, and spends the day
showing the work-
ings of hls clock-
work vehleles with
metallic horses and
drivers, his fighting
roosters and climb-
ing monkeys, and
his automatic ani-
mals full of plain-
tiva volce. Aboutthe
corners where most
people pass are sia-
tioned the familar
men and ‘women
with baby rabbita
and beribboned pup-
ples of divers
breeds. They know
just how to make o
woman imbued with
the Christmas splrit
take pity on the lit.
tle animals on &
cold day and buy
them in order that
they may have a
comfortable home.

The Christmas
greens man with his huge boxes of holly and mig
tletoe, and—more power and less glucose 1o him
—the candy man and something like ten thousand
others display their wares from all sldes, entice
the passing throngs with a hundred little devices,
appeal to their sympathy and turn peace and good
will into hard eash. To both buyer and seller, |
from the blggest to the smullest, Christmas hug
become n sclence,
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CHRISTMAS TREES

From ancient days Christmas trecs, Hghted with
candles, were used in the chancels of HEnglish
churches.
introduction of the modern Christmas trees into
England was due to the late ducliegss of Kent,
grandmother to King Bdward VII, who was erad-
fted with having brought the custom from Ger-
many for the amusement of Queen Victoria when
a littla girl at Kensington palnce.

The Christmas tree by 1840 was undoubtedly es-
tablished at Windsor; Indeed, at that period a per-
fect plantation appears to have gprung up In the
drawing room of the castle. In the newspapers of
the time it is recorded that after dinner, at which
the principal dish was a noble baron of beef welgh-
Ing 260 pounds, that occupled many hours 1n roast-
ing, and at which the band of the Scots Fusillors
discourped such popular alra as Auber's “Bronze
Horse" and selections from “Norma,” the queen
and the prince, with the royal sulte, retired to the
drawing room, where, on tables, were gracefully
displayed “several imltation fir trees upwards of
six feet In height, from the branches of which
were suspended n variety of French bonbons and
numerous elegant presents for the royal visitors
and suites,” The trees, we further learn, were
brilliantly illtminated with wax tapers Sndlcmuul:r
placed among the leaves.

It 18 not oertaln, however, that the custom had
not been In use for centurles In rural parts of
Great Britain,

WHEN CATTLE KNELT IN ADORATION,

Many ‘an awe-stricken group hns walted In the
chill air to see the cattle fall upon thelr knees in
adoration at twelve o'elock, the hour swhen Chrlst
was wrapped in swaddling clothes, An henest old
Cornwall, England, man, who llved at 8t. Stephen's
Downs, near Launceston, sald, towards the cloge of
the elghteenth century, that he once, with some
others, made a trinl of the superstition. Wate lilng
several oxen in their stalls at twelve o'clock it
night on the 24th of December, they observed the
two oldest oxen only to fall down upon their knees

“and make a cruel moan, ke Christian creatures

There Is an old print in the Britlgh museum in
which the oxen in the stable near the Virgin nnd
Child are represented upon their knees, as if In
suppllant posture. This graphic representation |s,
perhaps, the origin of the foregolng superstitious
notion.

Hut more curious than all Is an addition to this
superstition, to the effect that the brute creation
unanimously refused to acknowledge the change
of style, from old to new, under the calendar,
though on old Christmas day not only would the
bees sing thelr welcome song but the axen and
asges would Imesl in thelr stalls In token of hom-
age. It was alsp sald that to spin on Christmas
day caused eatt!e to go mad and lame.

SOME PEOPLE Do,

—

‘,‘oDid 1 un:dul‘sumd you to say that Willonghby

enjoys canned prunes? asked man

o Sy tha who was
"N’o. andwered the friend; "I mald ‘canned

tunes.' 'Thore's no accounting for tastes.”

DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW,

—

"When we were first married you used to ad-

mire my clothes, but you only frown at them

now."

“But, my dear, Your father paid for the clotheg
you wore when vra were first married,”

iﬂnumsa oF Hnnssn' ou st /i, adteiton 2ocihe.siftabe y ab

and return the excess or would you m&

Does mﬁh. pogket the gwag and salve | men.
.wuuu.u your consclence by saying to yourself:
1 'Wcu.&mnhunr

S

Bixmlylumdnpuailam ‘such gifts the gifts of don’ bug-
thing—two women and four|iness milllonnlres h-xﬁ. M
men. Analysing these figures, we have
wmumumm i

mnmuum

But it has been put on record that the |
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HNDS ONE ON BED
"'T'_":',"“ ! i
uotﬁur sam Ba;:y When She
- Awakes to See Reptile
omuwm

Maoan, Hq——lln. Ralph Talbot af
“Ten Mfile townehip was In the bed
with her baby and her husband wleep-
ing in on adoining voom when she
dreamed of snakes, and the ‘dream
whs so disturbing that she awoke.
The lamp on the table threw a dim
my on the bed and lying near her
and the baby on the cover was just
such a reptile as she lind séen in her
dream. But she was n uervy little
Wwoman, and, assuring herself that it
was only & dream, she reached over

WO TR
i

Lying Near Her Was Reptile She Saw
in Dréam.

and touched the ugly thing, It moved!
8o did sghe; but she didn't ery out,
and she had the presence of mind to
selze the baby and take it with her.

Mr. Talbot awoke and lheard the
story, He walked into his wife's bed-
room and turned up the light. There
was no snake to be seen.

“It must have been a dream” he
| eaid.
| Something was sald about eating
| eertain heavy food bhefors retiring,
when Mr, Talbot deteoted a slight
| movement of the cover. He pulled |
| it off the bed and there lny a sngke, |

ANGRY MOOSE CHARGES AUTO

Giant Animal Becames Enraged by
the Glaring Searchlights on a
Big Touring Machine.

Fort Fulrfield, Me—Mr. and Mrs.
| George 8. Orborne of Limestone, and
Mrs. Frank O. Osborne of this town,
who were returning from Watervilie
by antomoblle, were attacked by a
bull moose in n stretoh of thick woods
near Danforth the othier night. The
animnl was attracted by the glare of
the héadlights, and made & savage
Tush for the ear. It was only by
opening up the lever and turning on
all the power suddenly that Mr. Os
borne managed to avold the anrush-
Ing forest glant.

. Mr, Osborne and the two women
had a pleasant trip through central
Malne from Waterville, and as dusk
approached in the evening the head-
lights were turned on. They were
driving at a moderate rate of speed
through the thick woods near Dan-
forth when suddenly there was &
crashing sound in the busher bheside
the road. Looking up, they ssw the
towering, shaggy form of a bull
moose, Who was énraged by the strong
glare of the lights, which ers full
upon him.

He stood for an Instant, and then
launched forward toward the front of
the automobile, whera the lights were
shining, Reallzing their daager, Mr,
Osborne turned on all the power the
car had In reserve. It responded, and
the maching grazed the charging
moose, Not slackening speed [or an
Instant, Mr, Osborne shot the car
through the woods road and out then
into the open.

GIRL ROUTS THREE TRAMPS

Whips One, Rescuu Baby, Scares
Other Two Away and Doean't
Faint.

Lafayette, Ind.—Hazel Lincoln, elgh-
teen years old, battled with three
tramps at the home of her father,
James Lincoln, elght miles south of
Lafayette. The parents were away
and the girl was left to care for a baby
gister.

Three tramps appedred at the door
and asked for food. When told there
was no food they demanded money.
‘When she refused ons of them pefzed
the baby and told the girl he would
kill it Miss Linecoln rushed at the
tromp and tried to take the baby from
him. He ran into the yard and the
girl followed him,

. Her cries for help frightened away

the other two tramps and she finally
succeoded in getting the baby away
from the third. Sherif Slayback und
poase cap}'uro-‘ two of the tramps,

IS KILLED BY GOOD NEWS

Father Runs to Tell His Daughter of
Inheritance and Drops
M

Naw Tntl.—mnm l; Hawloy of:

Thislly, Rookland county,

recelpt of news mu&“mm”
mm.mmmn.m

| DEMAND FOR QUICK. moﬂ--"‘"

g

Mrs. Bargainhunter Rudely Amud
From Contemplation of ‘rlut
0 Duckcl'aﬂll.

ylwnlnc uwj;,

*Oh, ww‘i‘oﬁmﬂ:d’pmal
sweet hat!” she murinured. And, leav-
ing the carriage, éhe walked to the
shop w!mlowruraelunrlool. Ab-
tdlﬂln_gorahll, she
gnzed. ull unconsclons of the fact
that the baby carriage had rolled away
into. & trenech, until &t last she was
; horlﬂlutuldrumrbr
of & workman.

“Bay, missus,” he sald, “d'yer want
these kiddies any more? 'Cos we're

ng to fill the hole up.”

Saved by Gold Chaln.

A gold chain that she wore around
her meck, saved a little girl ot Cam:
bridgeport, England, from serious in-
jury, recémntly. She was on her way
to Suundny school, when a bullet ex-
ploded by ‘the wheels of a trolley car
hit her on the neck. Ehe felt n sting:
ing sensation in har neck and discov-
ered a bloodless cut about an inch
long. On looking in' at a window she
saw that the chain she wore about her
neck was cut. She put her hand Into
the bosom of her dress to get the
loose end of the chaln and found the
bullet. A search of the tracks revealed
soveral exploded cartridges. The po-

lice belleve they may be a part of the ||

shipment that was stolen from 4
freight car a short time ago.

Curlous Suit,

A curious exposition of callousness
and greed was recently made in a ofvil
suit brought agninst a Colorado sur-
geon. He became interested In ¢the
cnse of a oripple whom he found beg-
ging In the street, and by an operation
requiring great skill removed his dis.
abllity, The relatives of the cripple
promptly brought suit against the
physlelan for removing thelr means of
support, claiming that, as a crippls,
the youth had brought them in an av.
ernge of ahout five-dollars dally, while
now they were compelled to support
him until he could gain the means of
earning his living. The judge prompt-
ly dismisaed the suit on hearing the
case for the prosecution.

The Stumbling Block.

bl i (ml} grundfather had beon more
generons,” she murmured, "I would
8ay yes"

“But your parents have consented?"

“Yes, but Aunt 8ylvia won't.”

"What has Aunt Sylvig to do with
i

“She was the chief beneficlary In
grandfather's will.”

Exquisite Pleasure.

Mr. Grimbattley—One would think
that Talikington had had enough of his
wife's tongue, but he had her make
& lot of phonograph records and he
runs them over every day while she's
AWAY.

Mr. Nix—But think of the pleasure
he gets in talking back when they run
down,

Its Kind.
“That old rooster over there I8 or
dering a drink."”
“Then I bet It's a cocktall.”

Rocks Ahead,
"How can he afford to buy hls
wife such expensive gowns?”
“He can't”

Has to Be.
“Don't you think that judge's speech
is inclined to be prosy?"
“Waell, naturally, he's sententious.”

The only time we notice an impedi-
ment in the speech of some people
is when an occasion arises to praise
others,

If & woman has 8 hunch that eventu-
ates acourately she calls it an inspira.
tion.

Furs are worn by lady beavers dur-
Ing the summer.

There are men who can't even tell
the truth withoul exaggerating,

Opportunity knocks once, but envy
is a continuous hammer wieldar.
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DODGING THE BEATEN PATH

Good Story as It |s Related, Though It
Doesn't Often Happen in
Real Life.

Congressman Robert L. Dougherty
of North Carolina smiled when the
conversatlon turned to reversing the
orider of things. He said he was re-
minded of the case of Bowers.

Bowers met a benevolent party on a
ruilroad train one day, and as the ac-
quaintance ripened a bit he began to
spread before the other a history of
his lfe,

“When I was a clerk in a grocery
gtore,”" remarked Bowers, among oth-
er things, “I received only nina dol-
Iars a week, and, llke many other
young men, I fell in with bad compan-
fons and began to gamble, 1—"

“T ses,”" Intérrupted the benevolent
party, sadly, “vou were tempted and
took money which did not belong to
you."

"Oh, no,” cheerily responded Bow-
ers. "In less than a month I won
enough money to buy the grocery.”

And They So Scarce, Too..
"“While in Washington 1 visited the
navy yard and lunched on a battle-
ship.”
“You must have a castdron diges.
tion."

A Little Joke.
*What makes you think she'll never
cut a great figure in any man's 1ife?”
“Well, you see how petite she is!"—
Judge.

To convince yourself that you are
Just a little better than your neighbor,
that 18 easy,

The most common form of pes-
slmism Is the bellef that a good begin-
ning makes a bad ending.

The average man would be all right
if he were only half as perfect aa he
thinka hig nelghbors ought to be.

No doubt you may be able to fool
a' lot of people, but there is always
some wlse guy.

Many a woman poeés as an angel
who weirs her wings on her hat in-
stead of on her khoulders.

A new broom may sweep clenn, bot
it never comes with a guarantee not
to ralse bllsters.

Lots of pretty good men look as if
thelr wives had got them with trad-
ing stamps.

A Taste -

is delicious with

viulmhml

Of Health

And some folks use it toward money and fame.
Are you eating right for health?

Grane-Nut,a,,

j easy to digest—in m.pmhny ,m;.
Mmmhmm:

1t contains all the nutrition of wheat and blm? hﬁlud-
bhwohmh. m-&

Is Sweet
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